🎤 Youth Group Teaching Script: “Asking Good Questions Like Jesus Did”
Opening (Attention‑Grabber)
Say something like:
“Have you ever been in an argument where everyone’s talking but nobody’s listening? Yeah… welcome to the internet.”
Pause for a laugh.
“But here’s something most people never realize: The strongest person in a debate isn’t the one who talks the most — it’s the one who asks the best questions.”
Section 1: Why Questions Matter
“Questions are powerful. Jesus used them all the time — not because He didn’t know the answers, but because questions make people think.
Good questions:
· calm people down
· make conversations deeper
· reveal what someone really believes
· help us understand instead of attack
When you ask a good question, you’re not trying to ‘win.’ You’re trying to understand — and that’s where real influence happens.”
Section 2: Three Types of Questions Teens Can Use
1. Clarifying Questions — ‘Wait, what do you mean?’
These help you understand before you respond.
Examples:
· “What do you mean by that?”
· “Can you explain that a little more?”
· “Are you talking about everyone or certain people?”
These questions prevent misunderstandings and stop arguments before they start.
2. Probing Questions — ‘How do you know that?’
These gently test the strength of someone’s reasoning.
Examples:
· “What makes you think that’s true?”
· “Where did you hear that?”
· “What evidence do you have?”
You’re not attacking — you’re exploring.
3. Reflective Questions — ‘Have you thought about…?’
These help people see the bigger picture.
Examples:
· “If that’s true, what would happen next?”
· “How does that fit with what you said earlier?”
· “What do you think the long‑term impact would be?”
These questions help people think more deeply without feeling judged.
Section 3: How to Ask Questions Without Sounding Rude
“Tone matters. A lot.
Here’s how to keep your questions respectful:
· Stay calm
· Stay curious
· Don’t roll your eyes
· Don’t ask questions like you’re trying to trap someone
· Ask because you want to understand, not because you want to ‘win’
People open up when they feel safe, not attacked.”
Section 4: Bringing It Home
“When you ask good questions:
· conversations get deeper
· arguments get calmer
· friendships get stronger
· and you learn more about people
Asking good questions is one of the most Christ‑like ways to communicate — because it shows humility, curiosity, and love.”
🧩 Youth Group Debate Training Exercise: “Question Tag”
This is fun, fast, and gets everyone talking.
Step 1: Pick a Light, Funny Claim
Choose something low‑stakes so teens feel comfortable.
Examples:
· “Pineapple belongs on pizza.”
· “Cats are better than dogs.”
· “Summer is better than winter.”
· “Homework should be illegal.”
Pick one and announce it to the group.
Step 2: Split Into Pairs
One person is the “Speaker,” the other is the “Questioner.”
The Speaker defends the claim. The Questioner can ONLY ask questions — no statements allowed.
Step 3: Round 1 — Clarifying Questions Only
The Questioner asks clarifying questions for 60 seconds.
Examples:
· “What do you mean by ‘better’?”
· “Are you talking about all dogs or certain breeds?”
· “What counts as ‘illegal’?”
Goal: Understand the claim fully.
Step 4: Round 2 — Probing Questions
Now the Questioner asks probing questions.
Examples:
· “What evidence do you have?”
· “Why do you think that?”
· “How do you know that’s true?”
Goal: Test the reasoning.
Step 5: Round 3 — Reflective Questions
Now the Questioner asks reflective questions.
Examples:
· “If everyone agreed with you, what would happen?”
· “How would this affect people who disagree?”
· “What’s the biggest weakness in your argument?”
Goal: Explore implications.
Step 6: Switch Roles
Everyone swaps — the Speaker becomes the Questioner.
This builds empathy and helps teens see both sides.
Step 7: Group Debrief
Ask the group:
· “Which questions made you think the most?”
· “Which questions felt respectful?”
· “Which ones felt challenging?”
· “How did tone change the conversation?”
This reflection helps the lesson stick.

